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Among the busiest men in the

world these days is Charles Shelby,
wind inspector at the horse and
mule market of the National Stock
Yards, Illinois. When Europe went
t.j war a few months o.o the lirlt-i.-- h

and French cavalry and art
was drawn up on the Belgian fron-
tier to light hack the onrushing tide
of German Invaders.

The Germans rode into position,
unlimbered their big fourteen-l- n h
gunt, applied the fuse and In four
days the horses pulling the cannon
and carrying the cavalrymen were
dead. That Is what made Shelby so
busy. More cavalry and field artil-
lery horses were rushed to the front
to take the places of the fallen an-

imals, but at the rate the animals
were being blown to death by the
animated machinery of the Kaiser's
men, British and French military
experts decided they soon would he
out of first class cavalry and artil-
lery horses.

Soon the cables to America were
f hot with orders for hor.es. The

first ships across the water broupht
French buyers and Canadian Army
officers crowded into every horse
market to get the cream of Amer-
ican horses to be turned Into war
horses, whose length of life on the
actual firing line has been reckoned
as only four days

A man can He down or get in a
trench, but a horse cannot learn to
do that on a minute's notice Hence
he stands up and Is killed And
every time a horse it- killed at the
battle front It means another horse
f..r Charles h. Iby and other men
with similar positions to test for
wind.

It took the Yankee
horse trader a half-da- y to Inspect
IiIh horse. The animal had to be
Inspected not only for wind, but hill

teeth were gone over carefully as
were his feet and limbs. The horse
trader would hunt long and care-

fully for a plight spavin or tracea
of sweeney. After a Careful exam-

ination he would put the animal
through its paces and Anally, If he
approved, he would offer less than
the horse was worth so he could of-

fer more "so a.; to make the trade "

But Shelby Isn't in that class. He
teste from 000 to l.ooo horses a day

; on the average, and on real busy
days passes on as high as 2,000 an-

imals. A trusted long-wind- ed gray
horse is used in these tests The
horse to bo tested Is hitched to the
rray and the two are driven at

and down the mainhigh speed up
in el of the horse and mule market.

An expert driver alts on the seat of

the wagon and no matter how frac-- ,

tious the horse none have ever
rilled to submit to the mast r

driver. Suddenly they are stopped
in their wild drive and Charles
Shelby comes In for his work- He

few seconds to thelistens for a
horse's breathing and either mo-

tions the horse be put In the sale-

room or rejected as unsound.
Attendants rush another horse

into the harness and In a few more
seconds another animal Is being
tested for wind. The entire test is

over In a minute or so. The trained
Shelby can recog-

nize
ear of Inspector

the slinhcHt defect in the horse's
lunss or resplrutory organs

The buyers at National Slock
Yards do not have to worry about
b sting an animal after the offl '

Inspection is over. All they have to

do Is to bid.
BRITISH AN D FRENCH
Mop AUCTION MARKET.
' Before the war broke out an auo-- i

Don market wan conducted daily at

fl f '"ip. i norscs nere no v. wiii" i r
4r jO f the best horses are Icked for theJ W tv JL C trade these are not stork animals.v high grade brood mares and.

'y stallions are too valuable to be sold BsWa Mr?
the price the war buyers are wlll- -
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The fact tin-r- are 20. 000. 000
pJESpEjr.y . ,; ., J t I I J horses in the United SI ' - Is the qajjiL.

...... ' ''"" 'Ty- - asion for considerable surprise TsW'T
tjij to many who have been prcdh ting f aBHBBtHSSSsTlSBBl

'r-'.-- . J&fiEc&S 'be horse Is living way to the auto- -

Hj' ""'.:. 'vivi- - ': , Hrevsn mobile. Not only are there more

gyfc dorses in the United Slates today ,rp cftr hafl- ' there were twenty years ago.
. - .. ..; th, , :ich horae and that

-- V. m '1 - " "T09 the delivery automobiles and trucks

" $ ikiim: iu sims r.i:i:rrrKD eryanddraft horses, yet they found
.: yf.v
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1' M I" MAM I" XT IKF. Uul there was a vast amount of

tit Thi itomobile Is s bor saving nth i that could be done

AT TOP A group of can-
non horses going into

action. Upper right '1 he
man who inspects a thou-
sand horses a day tor wind.
Center The old National
Stock .'aids horse and mule
market, where more horses
change hancjs than any-- w

here else in the world, and
where English and French
buyers are taking American
horses away b) the hun-

dreds every day. Lower
right A group of cavalry
horses bought by the French
and being led away. Below

A hunch of horses bought
by the British Government
being loaded on freight cars
for shipment, also mules
bought for use in army
trains.

the stock yards. Every flay the big
bell In front of tho weather-beate- n

sales pavlllion would call the buy-
ers to the auction where, they could
bid against each other. F.ut
when the British and French buyers
arrived the auctions were suspend-
ed for the time because the gov-

ernments wanted the entire output.
1 he price for these war horses

averages 1200 each. The English
buy the higher grade animals, but
those purchased by the French are
also of hlsh quality. Tho horses
used In pulling the heavy artillery
are necessarily bigger animals than
the cavalry horses. They have to
have strength to pull the heavy
guns and at the same time be fast
enough to gallop into action.

The English are old customers of
the National Stock Yards market as
they came to America during the
P.ocr war to buy mules for South
Africa. The mules were used In the
wagon trains hauling supplies to
th- British troops of South Africa.
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The horses are recruited from the
farms and the Western ranches for
army service These are first shipped
to the market where tho dealers
sell them to the government buy-
ers. Shelby Is not the only man
who does the Inspection work at the
National Stock Yards. E. N. Whlt-Bo- n

tests the animals first for sound-
ness.

Quick as a flash Whitson looks in
the horse's mouth to tell the age by
the teeth and to look tor any defects
there. He as quickly scans every
pari of the body ami with a Jerk of
his thumb tells the attendant wheth-
er the horse la sound or not lie la

as quick In making his decisions ax
tho umpire of a baseball game and
what is more Important there Is no I

one to yell "rotten" at his decision, j

After tho purchase Is made the
horses are branded with the govern- -

ment brandB of England and France.
The marks are put on their Hanks
to show they wa re bought in tho
United States. E. U. is the French
brand, the Initial letters for United
States in the French language.
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The horses aro then rushed to
!ahada In freight cars holding
wenty horses to the car. In Can-id- a

they are loaded on shipboard
ind hurried to Europe where they
are soon (akon In hand by expert
Horsemen n ml put into act ion.

It Is estimated that the European
ivar will take out 100,000 horses
from the United States in six
months. Horse dealers say tho loss
vtll not bo felt materially in tho

and mule labor saving Inventions, a

such as steam ships, railroads and t
Slei trie street cars, have been un- - :i

der suspicion by the horse and mule C

breeders until their general use f

proved them beneficial Instead of I

detrimental.
Many breeders took a gloomy view ;l

"
of the future and quit breeding
horses and mules. The more enter- - '

prising ones made a careful survey t
of the ground, and while they were t

'ound that people were buying sad-H- e

horses for pleasure and exercise
n greater numbers after than he-or- e

the comlnc; of the automobile.
The National Stock Yards at East

31. Louis. III., has long been known
the largest horse and mule mar-te- t

In the world, its growth baa
jeen phenomenal For example. In

1870 2,236 head of horses and mules
vero received. In 1913 tho record
(limbed to 170.000 head of horses
ind mules and 1011 promises a still
urther Increase.

That the National Stock Yards
narkot has grown because of the
LUtomoblle, Is a surprising and
aystifylng feet to many people, but
vhen a careful analysis la made of

he many conditions entering Into

la growth It becomes quite clear.
During the very busy season the

National Stock Yards' market has
o. elved for sale In one week S.llfi
icad of horses and mules and in

ne day 2. 362 head. When you on-Id-

that these horses and mules
ire consigned by different owners
rom practically all of the horse

sections of themd mule producing
OUhtry and sold to buyers from (lif-

erent localities hundreds Of miles
part, the system of handling must
,e well nigh perfect to prevent

confusion in consignments,
fhere is rarely ever a dispute over
he ownership of an animal or of

he purchase price. Tho. details have
,een thoroughly and carefully

worked ont, and the method In
which sales are rnudc Is a very in- - I I

teresting feature.
The mules are nearly all handled

by private sale and a great many
are sold in car load lots. Some horses
are sold at private sale, but the
great majority are favored with a
more spectacular method of trans- -

Eight hours a day for the first

four or Ave days of the week a horse I

auction Is conducted In a specially I

onstructed amphitheater, with
ample Boor space In front of the
auctioneer's stand. The horses are
led In at one end nnd pass out at
the opposite end when sold. Spec-

tators are admitted to the seats that
are built around the arena in which
the buyers conpreRate and bid on
the horses as they are put up for
sale

The auctioneer stands on an ele- - I

vated platform that has the gen-

eral appearance of a pulpit Two
clerks are seated on either side of
the auctioneer, each making a re-- i

nl of each sale, providing a double
heck on the figures of every trans- -

When the buyer settles for hlJ j

purchase, which Is usually done
r the load Is bought, and he dls- -

preea with the bill furnished him
by the office force, the clerks' sheets jH
are appealed to; if they agree ho
settles at the price shown on them,
11 they disagree, he pays tho lower

After being led In the ring the
- are moved sharply up and

down In front of tho auctioneer.
So keen are the buyers of horses
tha before the onlooker can realize
what 13 going on, a sale Ib com-

pleted and another horso is under
onal deration. Often two sales a

minute are made.
The horse market of East St.

Louis attracts a great many visitors.
- feature of interest It rivals the

big "pit' in any of the board of
trade or stock markets. There is

something about the sale of hordes
that strikes a responsive chord in

human nature. You may gaze Into jH
the irortex Ot the "pit" of the board
of trade see the wild gesticulations,
and hear th seemingly vicious,

vocal outburst of excited
tjraln speculators. You may witness
tho almost childish conduct of the
oincr and seller of securities on the
Btock market, but you will come

. w ith none of that feeling of

comfort and satisfaction that tho
sale of horses puts Into your breast.
As specimen after specimen of su- - jH
perb animal life Is placed before jH
you, there grows within you, even
thouprh you know little of horses, a
sense of profound love for the horse,
and reverence for the, men who
breed, care for and trade in horses.

The horse market tells a story of
,,, ,n s Intimate relationship with
nature with mother earth and her
bounty of substantial blessings. 'fH
while the grain pit or tho stock
m irket portrays man in his ultra-- i

,i state dealing In commodi-
ties that do not exist, creating false jH
standards of value for profit, and 'M
taxing his brain and nervcous sys-

tem to an unnatural, deadly limit.


